[Efficacy of systemic chemotherapy in adenocarcinoma of the lung with pleuritis carcinomatosa].
The efficacy of systemic chemotherapy (CDDP + IFO + 5-FU or CDDP + IFO + CPT-11) was evaluated in 41 patients with malignant pleural effusion secondary to adenocarcinoma of the lung. The overall response rate for measurable disease was 56.1%. The response for pleural effusion was evaluated according to the criteria of the Japan Lung Cancer Society. The overall response for pleural effusion was 53.7% (34.1% CR and 19.5% PR). The median survival time was 361 days. These results suggested that systemic chemotherapy is an effective treatment for pleuritis carcinomatosa.